
KDU IRC 2021 
 

18 General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University – 14th International Research Conference 

 

ID 614 

Countering Terrorism: Striking a Balance Between  
National Security and Human Rights 

 

CLCM Patabendige 

 Institute of National Security Studies, Sri Lanka 

charani.patabendige@gmail.com 

Domestic, as well as international audience, criticizes the Prevention of 

Terrorism Act. The provisions of PTA are regarded as discriminatory, breaching 

human rights law as well as fundamental rights. However, the purpose of PTA is 

to ensure national security by combating terrorism. Therefore, it is imperative 

to strike a balance between the interests of National Security and Human Rights. 

The research is library-based research, which is also known as doctrinal 

research. It has used existing sources to arrive at conclusions. Both primary 

sources and secondary sources are equipped. The paper discusses the strengths 

and weaknesses of the PTA. The Act itself has inconsistencies as well as lacunas, 

which is detrimental to national security. The paper addresses the drawbacks 

accordingly, proving the necessity of upholding national security whilst 

adhering to international standards and protecting human rights. Consequently, 

the paper has provided an array of recommendations. 
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